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INTRODUCTORY

ALTHOUGH much has been written 

has been said about one of her most 

notwithstanding the fact that China has 
been from the earliest times one of the 
foremost amongst sea-faring nations. This 

that there are more vessels in China than in 

Brief reference to Chinese craft has been 
“Torr’s 

Ancient Ships,” “Sailing Ships and their 
Story,”

have been grossly exaggerated.
WARRINGTON SMITH has dealt with 

Chinese junks in his “Mast and Sail,” and 
his sketches of Southern China Fishers and 
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has only written of those met with in the 
regular steamer tracks. MAJOR LORING’s book 

the South China variety.

currents and needs. Literally their name is 

who would venture to describe in detail 
all the junks in use by the Chinese. Week 

adversely criticised the Chinese junk. It 

to his natural vanity that he has not learnt 
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and craft than the Chinese. The originality 

there is no good in them—and even so with 

Nations on the other hand have learnt and 

historical records of the date when the 

that it was many centuries before Father 

(Ref. “Collections of Voyages and Travels,” Vol. 



CHINESE JUNKS AND OTHER NATIVE CRAFT

timber, which makes them more apt to take 

all impressions one has a mind to give them. 

that if they touch upon a point of rock which 

makes a break in their vessel, only one part of 

defend them until they can mend the hole in 

the other.”

for the saving of tonnage dues was evolved 

The leeboards now so common in the 

Dutch coasts were in use in China many 

became aware of their value.
Although considerable controversy has 

it from Chinese records that Chow-kung-
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fact and it is merely conjecture on which the 

The writers who treat the Chinese junk 

“landlubbers.” They have not studied the 

seafarer and navigator. One can see it in the 
illustrations given us from time to time in 
glowing caricature.

undertaking long sea voyages (see “Foochow 

their home on the water. They are born on 

nothing they have not learnt about the vessel 
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in the study of the winds and waves which 

this connection it may be of interest to note 
here that in and around Hongkong there are 

having their homes on the innumerable craft 

The Chinese sailorman has been called 
the Dutchman of the East owing to his 
similar habit of making his boat his home. 
Also there is a great similarity in his tastes 

countries of rivers and canals.
On the larger Chinese vessels the family 

living on board have what they would 
consider quite comfortable quarters in the 

and general “smelliness.” To a Chinaman 
these details are not noticeable. Invariably 
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ocean-going junks.

His training is such that literally he can 
handle the most unlikely vessel in a masterly 
manner under almost any conditions. It is no 

Like all seafarers the Chinese junkman 
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good or ill.

undoubtedly a “Jonah” on board who must 

frighten away the devils of the sea. Doubtless 
this habit also tends towards avoiding 

its fellows at a crowded anchorage.

(money in the form of a silver shoe) takes 




